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By GRACE PARAS
Correspondent 

HAZLET TOWNSHIP ‑ Throughout the years, Airport Plaza has become a commercial landmark for the town of Hazlet and the surrounding Bayshore community.  Some people come to Airport Plaza to shop in the numerous retail stores or to eat in the various restaurants.  Others visit Airport Plaza for the services provided in the upstairs offices.  Many people constantly travel in and out of Airport Plaza, but not many people stop to consider the origins of the shopping center’s name.
Airport Plaza was built on the grounds of a former airport, known as Walling Field. Walling Field was located on Route 36 and Middle Road, and was considered an extension of Keyport.  It was purchased in 1958 by Plainfield developer Phillip J. Levin, who wished to construct a shopping center on the land.  The airport was moved from the Hazlet-Keyport area to Morganville in 1959.  By the late 1950s, Airport Plaza opened with a few merchants and companies renting out space in the shopping center.  
When Victor Scudiery purchased Airport Plaza in 1975, overgrown fields and run-down buildings lined Route 36.  At one time, tourism, fishing, and shipping were profitable industries in the Bayshore area, but with the decline of those industries, there was a period of financial downturn in the area.  Scudiery felt that Airport Plaza had the potential to bring business back into the Bayshore area.  

The current success of Airport Plaza is obvious by its variety of businesses and the full parking lot in front of it.  However, Airport Plaza was not an instantaneous success.  Scudiery was immediately faced with town citations and some major tenants vacated, leaving Airport Plaza with more vacancies than tenants at one point.  Still, Scudiery did not give up on Airport Plaza.  He was no stranger to hard work and innovation.  For example, in 1968, Scudiery opened up his first electronic store, in an age where electronics was just emerging as a profitable industry. 
In 1985, Scudiery told “The Independent,” “After I took [Airport Plaza] over, it frightened me. I hadn’t evaluated it. I just had the feeling it would work.”  Eventually, Scudiery’s dream of owning a profitable, successful shopping center became a reality. Scudiery did not just have the “feeling it would work,” he had the business sense to ensure that Airport Plaza would succeed.  One of Scudiery’s secrets was to avoid putting a major grocery store in his shopping center.  He felt people would spend all their money at the one grocery store, and then rush home to put their fresh groceries away, leaving the other stores in the center without customers.  Later, Scudiery added a second floor to the entire plaza, opening up the opportunity for businesses to move into the second floor offices and increase employment at the center.  
Today, Airport Plaza is able to accommodate 59 business tenants.  Scudiery is also a partner in Fox Associates, which owns an office building in Freehold, two commercial buildings in Hazlet, undeveloped property in Hazlet, a restaurant and marina in Sea Bright, and residential properties in Middletown and Highlands. 
The transformations that have occurred in Airport Plaza over the past few decades are truly astounding.  Airport Plaza does not only provide a home for businesses, but its construction has been an influential example for the surrounding area.  Due to the success of Airport Plaza more businesses have been founded along Route 36, reviving the economy in the Bayshore area during a time when it was struggling.  Though Airport Plaza is no longer an airport, it has helped the Bayshore area soar to new economic heights. 
